TOWN OF CHINCOTEAGUE, INC

October 9, 2015

Barbara Okorn
EPA Region III
Office of Environmental Programs
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029
RE:

NEPA Compliance Review
Chincoteague NWR Final CCP/EIS

Dear Ms. Okorn:
EPA issued notice of the Final Environmental Impact Study (EIS) for Chincoteague and
Wallops Island National Wildlife Refuge (EIS Number 20150262) with a review period date of
10/19/2015. As you evaluate the Final EIS for NEPA compliance, we ask that you please
consider the following concerns:
1. The Final EIS describes a generalized planning process which defers the study of
proposed federal management actions and any cumulative impacts on the human
environment to a future Environmental Assessment (EA) process that will be limited in
both geographic scope and scientific detail.
The proposed federal actions to relocate the recreational beach and abandon affirmative
maintenance actions for stability and resiliency along the remaining coastal shoreline
should not be completed under a limited EA process.
Please consider requesting FWS to continue the full EIS review of unresolved issues
within the entire Refuge land area following adoption of the combined CCP/EIS in order
to determine full NEPA compliance.
2. Executive Order 11988 Floodplain Management requires that FWS ‘provide leadership
and shall take action to reduce the risk of flood loss, to minimize the impact of floods on
human safety, health and welfare, and to restore and preserve the natural and beneficial
values served by floodplains’…, and evaluate proposed management actions which would
significantly affect the quality of the human environment using the ‘best available
information’. (Section 1 and 1(a)(1))
Concurrently with the CCP/EIS, FEMA prepared a new Coastal Flood Risk Analysis
(RiskMAP) for the Mid-Atlantic States that was adopted and made effective on May 18,
2015 in Virginia. For the first time, this flood risk study specifically modelled the beneficial
effects of a primary frontal dune system.
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